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SUBJ: PROTESTERS SINGIN' IN THE RAIN 

1 . DODGING RAINDROPS, A GROUP OF SOME 400 PROTESTERS 
MARCHED THROUGH DOWNTOWN PANAMA CITY THE MORNING OF 
AUGUST 30, ENDING UP AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE TO 
COMPLAIN TO PRESIDENT LAKAS ABOUT THE HIGH COST OF LIVING 
IN PANAMA. WITH THE PRESIDENT LISTENING EROM THE BALCONY, 
AND LATER DESCENDING TO MEET THE GROUP FACE-TO-EACE, THE 
MARCHERS - MAINLY WOMEN AND STUDENTS - SANG THE NATIONAL 
ANTHEM AND GAVE VOICE TO THEIR ECONOMIC WOES. ACCORDING 
TO NEWS REPORTS, AN "IMPRUDENCE" BY SOME OF THE STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATING - ABOUT 200-250 SECONDARY STUDENTS FROM 

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FORMED THE CORE OF THE PROTESTORS 
- LATER FORCED THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE HIS LEAVE. 

ALTHOUGH THE SCENE WAS OTHERWISE PEACEFUL, IT NO DOUBT 
WAS NOT THE WAY LAKAS WOULD HAVE CHOSEN TO SPEND HIS 
BIRTHDAY. THE DEMONSTRATION WAS ORGANIZED BY A LOCAL 
RADIO COMMENTATOR, BALBINO MACIAS, WHO, WITH THE SUPPORT 
OF OTHER RADIO STATIONS, HAD BEEN PUBLICIZING THE EVENT 
FOR SEVERAL DAYS. 

2. A SPOKESWOMAN FOR ONE OF THE GROUPS TAKING PART IN 
THE MARCH ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE ARE WORLD, NATIONAL, 
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AND LOCAL CIRCUMSTANCES RESPONSIBLE EOR INFLATION AND 
RECESSION IN THE PANAMANIAN ECONOMY, BUT CALLED ON THE 
GOVERNMENT TO RESTRUCTURE "CERTAIN MECHANISMS" TO REDUCE 
THE COSTS OF RENTS, TRANSPORTATION, WATER, ELECTRICITY, 
EDUCATION, MEDICINE AND FOODS. SHE CONCLUDED WITH THE 
LAMENT, "MR. PRESIDENT, FOR MOST PANAMANIANS, THE 
DILEMMA IS DESPERATE. THE HIGH COST OF LIVING DOES NOT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LET us LIVE ... AND THE HIGH COST OF FUNERALS KEEPS US 
FROM DYING." 

3. COMMENT: THE LADY'S POINT WAS WELL TAKEN. PANAMA'S 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS CAN HARDLY BE CONSIDERED MINOR, AND 
PEOPLE DO SEEM TO BE GETTING MORE RESTLESS ABOUT THEM. 
APPARENTLY WELL AWARE OF THE SITUATION, TORRIJOS SPOKE 
THE OTHER DAY OF HAVING ORDERED A REVIEW OF WAGE SCALES 
FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, AND OF INCREASES IN WAGES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S CAPACITY TO FINANCE 
THEM. NEVERTHELESS, OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS LIKE UNTO THAT 
OF YESTERDAY CAN BE EXPECTED. DIKEOS 
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